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KS RX HE rank which you hold in fo 


r reſpectable an Univerſity as that 
& of OxroRD, together with that 
N- I eminence as a Divine which 


has occaſioned your being appointed to 


preach before the Houſe of Commons, 
have induced me to pay a degree of atten- 


tion to your late Sermon; which would 
not have been excited by an ordinary com- 
poſition of that kind. But the diſeourſe 


of fo learned a Preacher, addreſſed: to an 
audience of ſo much dignity, ſeemed to 
claim more than common regardg and I 


therefore gave it a very careful peruſal, 


1 muſt; however, confeſs, that when I had 


peruſed it, the ſentiments which I felt 


21 A2 fot 
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. for the Preacher were very different from 
8 thoſe of reſpect. I found that your ſer- 
= mon contained paſſages of ſo pernicious 
| | a tendency, and ſo inconſiſtent. with the 
principles of that free conſtitution, which 
l IS deſervedly the boaſt of this country, 'as 
to merit the ſevereſt cenſure. This con- 
fideration has induced me to addreſs you 
in this public manner, and to make ſome 
animadverſions upon-a ſermon, which ap- 
pears calculated for no other purpoſe - but 
to propagate the moſt ſlaviſh principles. of 
government, and to vindicate the moſt 
odious exertions of e . 


SA 7 43 


Ix the 3 which I chopole to make 
on your diſcourſe, I do not think it ne- 
ceſſary to enquire, whether there was any 
very exact reſemblance between the civil 
war in the laſt century, and'the rebellion 
of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, to which 
your text refers, and in the puniſhment 
of which the Supreme Being miraculouſly 
interpaſed. Should it appear, that the 
text is in no reſpe& applicable to the pur- 
poſe for which it was produced, it would 
not be a matter of any great conſequence. 
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It would no 
learned Divine had adopted a text, which 


had no connexion with the ſubject of his 


ſermon. But my accuſation againſt you 


is of a higher and more important nature. 
1 charge you with having proſtituted yout 


talents, by a ſolemn defence of tyranny 
before a Britiſh Houſe of Commons ; and 
with having advanced ſuch ſentiments and 


aſſertions on that occaſion, as were un- 
worthy of the meaneſt Engliſhman, in- 
conſiſtent with the principles of our con- 
ſtitution, and an open inſult to thoſe re- 


preſentatives of the people, to whom your 
diſcourſe was delivered. bY et as 15 


; 
* 


i N truth, 1 am f1 Dy 4 any Divice, | 


in this age, ſhould have the effrontery to 
preach ſuch a ſermon before a Britiſh 
| Houſe of Commons; but ſtill more aſto- 
niſhed, that they ſhould hear ſuch ſenti- 
ments without expreſſing their indignation! 
But what muſt be | the, aſtoniſhment, of 
every intelligent Engliſhman, when he ſees 
prefixed to this ſermon, the thanks of the 
repreſentatives of the people! It is report- 
<ul — that they are ſince ſorry for 
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the firſt time that 4 
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having teſtified. any Ns POR of ſo ths 


traordinary a performance; and undoubt- 


edly they have ſufficient reaſon for repen- 
tance. It may be ſaid, perhaps, that few 


of them were preſent ; ; and this was pro- 
bably the caſe. But ſurely the Speaker, and a 


few members, muſt have been preſent; and 


I ſhould imagine that even Sir FLETCHER 


Non Tox, if he were awake during the 


time it was pronounced, muſt have been 
aſhamed of ſuch a ſermon. „ 


IN a conſiderable part of your dicourls, | 


Reverend Sir, you have taken abundant 
pains to vindicate the character and con- 


duct of King Charles the Firſt, and to 


throw out the bittereſt reflexions againſt 
thoſe illuſtrious Patriots, by whom his 
deſpotic adminiſtration was oppoſed. An 
extract or two will ſerve to ſhew the ſpirit 
of your performance. Speaking of the civil 


* Since the above was written, I have been in- 
formed, that the Houſe of Commons have reſolved, 
that their vote of thanks to Dr. Nowell for his ad- 
mirable ſermon, ſhould be expunged out of their Jour- 
nals. For the credit of the members of that Honour- 
able Houſe, I am glad to hear this. It is one of the 


beſt things they have done ſince their aſſembling. 


war 


{ 


RE 

war (Serm. pe 21. Jos ſay, © The object of 
conteſt was no leſs than the erbeten 
5 or abolition of epiſcopacy and monat- 
« chy; the conflict was long and doubt- 
ful; the event fatal; fatal to Tur BrsT 
or PRINCES, who fell a victim to the 
© rage of his rebellious ſubjectt; fatal to 
the guilty nation; whoſe proud triumph, - 
© ſtained with the blood of their Sovereign, 
6 broug ht fwift deſtruction upon them- 
| "Rivas, and laſting infamy upon their poſ- 
c terity.“ P, 19. you ſay, et has indeed 
been. frequently aſſerted, that this tem- 
oo was raiſed by other cauſes; that the 
eſpotic diſpoſition, the arbitrary ' pro- 

- ceedings, and the tyrannical government 
* of the King, after numberleſs oppreſ- 
* ſfions patiently ſubmitted to, rouſed at 
, „length the ſpirit of an injured people 
* in defence of their liberty and laws; 
* that they had frequently applied for re- 
* dreſs of grievances ; had often petitioned 
for their rights, had uſed every method 
* of perſuaſion and remonſtrance without 

_ * ſucceſs, before they had recourſe to thoſe 
* meaſures, which a ſenſe of their injuries 


f inſpired, and neceſſity ſufficiently juſti- 
5 : * fied, 


(81. 


fed. But to every de petſan 


t this apolog * for. rebellion n ee ga 
4 grounds as it is > baſe. 61774. 


1 will not, 8 be too l in 
my quotations, leſt I ſhould jnjure the ſale 
of ſo curious a performance. But I will 
.enquire a little into the conduct of the 
ROYAL MARTYR, as you are pleaſed to 
ſtile him; and then we ſhall be enabled ic 
judge, whether the imputation of baſeneſi 
properly belongs to the aſſertors of national 
liberty, or to the reverend advocate for 
tyranny at Oxford. A ſhort view ' of ſome. 
of the principal tranſactions of Charles's 
reign, will render it eaſy for any man to 
Aa a decilive juflgmegs upon this gu 


. King Charles I. [ene bis father 


him two en but becauſe they were 
unwilling to grant any more ſupplies, till 
they had obtained redreſs for ſome, con- 
ſiderable national grievances, he diſſolyed 
them when they had not been aſſembled 
quite two months. And to prevent "es 


K 

of thoſe gentlemen ho had beck active 
in *diſthatging their duty to their Conſti- 
tuents, from being elected to ſerve in the 
next parliament, he cauſed them to be 
appointed ſheriffs ; particularly that cele- | 
brated' lawyer Sir Edward Coke, though 
he had been lord chief juſtice of the Com- 
nion Pleas and the King's Bench. In 
February, 1626, Charles called another 
 parliamerit; but gave great offence to the 
Houſe of Peers, by arbitrarily committing 
the Earl of Arundel to the Tower with- 
out any legal cauſe, while the parliament 
was fitting. The Lords exclaimed loudly 
againſt this defpotic behaviour of the King; 
but he at firſt paid no regard to their 
remonſtrances, though he did at length 
unwillingly ſet the Earl at liberty. Nei- 
ther could his majeſty agree with the 
Houſe of Commons, but becauſe they had 
impeached his / infolent and over-grown 
favourite, the Duke of Buckingham, and 
had remonſtrated againſt his levying ton- 
nage and poundage without parliamentary 
authority, he diſſolved the parliament be- 
fore they had paſſed a ſingle act. 
ian 8 eats s B t After 


- ee >, png 2 n 82 2 — 
4 IE ny 8 1 3 8 — 3 FS 7 
4 —_ - Bo — > oo SE SEE 
l "* & RS ins : Al x ER” - 
2 tt $7 ad 4 12 Sas * 2 
„ * 1 
eee 5 26 5; tdi - 60s 


* 2 * 
Ot CEE ERR 


ty 
Mo 
3 


1 


After the diſſolution of his ſecond par- 


liament, Charles being unwilling to call 


another, had recourſe to very unwarrant- 
able and unjuſt methods of raiſing ſupplies. 
Among other unjuſtifiable expedients, an 
illegal loan was exacted from the people, 
and many gentlemen of fortune who re- 
fuſed to comply with this unconſtitutional 
impoſition, were committed to priſon; and 
perſons of inferior condition, who refuſed 
to ſubmit, were preſſed into the land and 
ſea-ſervice. But as the King found theſe 
irregular practices were vehemently oppo- 
ſed, and did not produce ſo much money 
as he expected, in March, 1628, he aſſem- 
bled his third parliament. And as in the 
period between this parliament and the 
preceding, the liberty of the ſubject had 
been violated in a variety of inſtances, the 
Commons were deſirous of ſome new law 
for better ſecuring their rights. For this 
purpoſe the Petition of Right was framed; 
which was ſo termed, as implying that 
eit contained a corroboration or explana- 
*c tion of the antient conſtitution, not any 
« infringement of regal prerogative, or 
e acquiſition of new liberties.” But Charles 

| was 


i 


„ 


was ele unwilling to paſs this bill 
into a law, and made uſe of a variety of 
artifices to avoid it. But being deſirous 
of obtaining ſome ſupplies, © which' the 
Commons were wiſe enough to withhold, 

till they had obtained ſome ſecurity for 
the preſervation of their own rights, and 
thoſe of their conſtituents, he agreed to 
give his aſſent to the bill. He did this, 
however, in a very! unuſual form, appa- 
rently with the view of rendering it the 
more eaſy for him to evade it. But both 
the Lords and Commons declaring their 
diſſatisfaction at this, he at length paſſed 
the petition of right in the uſual form. 
After this they granted the King five ſub- 
fidies ; but as they proceeded after this 
to remonſtrate againſt tonnage and poun- 
dage being levied without parliamentary | 
authority, he prorogued them for four 
months. He continued this prorogation 
to January, 1629, when the patliament 
again aſſembled ; but finding the Houſe 
of Commons (till diſpoſed to attend to the 
grievances of the ſubject, he diſſolved the 
parliament without a ſingle act Nein paſſed 


during the ſeſſion. 
B 2 Tuvs 
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Favs ended Charles's third parliament,. 


and as he had found that thoſe, national 


aſſemblies would endeavour to maintain the 
rights of the people, and not merely be 
the inſtruments of his will and pleaſure, 
he reſolved to govern without any par- 
liament, Accordingly he iſſued a proclama- 
tion, in which he declared, that he ſhould 
account it preſumption i in any to preſcribe. 
to him the time for calling a parliament. 
And about the ſame time, ſome. of thoſe 
members of the Houſe of Commons who 


had the moſt diſtinguiſhed themſelves i in 


ſl ſupporting the liberties of the ſubject, were. 
in a moſt arbitrary and illegal manner 
committed priſoners to the Tower, merely, 
on account of their parliamentary conduct; 


particularly, Sir John Elliot, Sir 1 


Hobart, Sir Peter Hayman, Denzil Hollis, 
William Coriton, Walter Long, William 
Stroud, Benjamin Valentine, and; the great 


and learned John Selden. 


F ROM this time Charles called no > par- 


liament for upwards of eleven. years, and 
during that whole period his government 
was little better than one continued vio- 


lation 


* 


E i 'H 
lation of the rights of the people. Tb 
payment of ſhip - money was exacted; and 
ſuch other methods of extorting money for 
the crown adopted, as were in the higheſt 
degree oppreſſive and illegal Tonnage 
and poundage continued to be levied b 
the royal authority alone; and upwards 
of thirty knights, and great numbers of 
other gentlemen, were impriſoned for re- 
fuſing to ſubſcribe to an illegal loan. 
In the Court of Star- chamber, the High 
Commiſſion court, and other arbitrary tri- 
bunals, the people were grievouſſy op- 
preſſed; and the moſt ſevere, cruel, and 
unjuſt ſentences, were paſſed on men for 
very inconſiderable offences, and on very 
trifling charges. In particular, the bar- 
barous ſentences paſſed on Prynne, Burton, 
Dr. Baſtwick, Dr. Leighton, and John 
Lilburne, were contrary to every principle 
of law and juſtice, and repugnant to every 
ſentiment of humanity. Under his ma- 
jeſty's two great favourites, the Earl of 
SrRATTORD and Archbiſhop LAup, the 


people felt all the rigours of civil and ec- 
cleſiaſtical tyranny. In England, as Lord 
Preſident of the Court and Council of the 


Nor th, 
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North, SrRATTORD trampled on the moſt 
important rights of the people; and in 
Ireland, as Lord-licutenant of that king- 
dom, he incenſed almoſt the whole na- 
tion againſt him by his arbitrary conduct. 
Lavr, in the mean while, exerciſed ſo 
much unjuſt ſeverity againſt thoſe whoſe 


religious ſentiments and mode of worſhip 
were not exactly conformable to the eſta- 
bliſhed hierarchy, that great numbers of 
worthy and conſcientious perſons quitted 
their native country for ever, rather than 
be ſubjected to ſuch n oppreſſion, 


In this ſhort ſketch of ſome of the 
principal tranſactions of the bleſſed reign 
of the ROYAL MART YR, tranſactions 


which in the event brought him to the 
block, I have mentioned no facts but ſuch 
as are of the moſt public and unqueſtion- 
able nature. Other very criminal charges 
have been brought againſt Charles the 
Firſt, but I did not chuſe to introduce any 


queſtionable facts. And thoſe which 1 


have produced, I will venture to ſay, even 


you, Reverend Sir, though His Majeſty's ' 


Profefhor of Modern Hiſtory, are utterly un- 
oy | able 


— 


| & 15 1 
able to diſprove... And what I have of- 
fered, is, I apprehend, ſufficient to demon- 
ſtrate, that the charge of 4a/eneſs Which 
you have brought againſt the denen 
reflect diſhonour only on - yourſelf and 
that, if there ever was a Monarch, who | 
could with any propriety. be ſaid to de- 
ſerve the crown of which he was in poſ- 
ſeſſion, in aſſerting that Charles I. was 


THE BESTH OF PRINCES, you have ade 
vanced a ſolemn fal ſehood. 

1 intimate, that you do not mean 
to vindicate every meaſure taken by Charles 
and his miniſters; though it is evident 
that you labour to defend them to the 
utmoſt. But, you ſay, P. 19, 20. To 
ſuppoſe that they were exempt from the 
common paſſions, infirmities, or errors 
of human nature, would be to forget 
that they were men: to pretend that in 
« thoſe difficult and perplexing conjunc- 
tures they exactly regulated every mo- 
tion by the even hand of juſtice and 
prudence, would be in effect to attribute 
to them a Hegres of perfection far be- 


vyond- 
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vyond the reach of human wiſdom, or 
virtue, to attain.” But, unfortunately, 
the charge againſt Charles the Firſt, and 


his miniſters and favourites, is, not that 
their adminiſtration was not completely 
perfect, but that it was eſſentially bad. 
Charles might certainly have avoided 
trampling on the rights of his ſubjects, 
and injuring and opprefling them in the 
manner that he evidently did; and yet 
have been far enough from fuch a degree 
of perfection as is © beyond the reach of 
© human wiſdom, or virtue, to attain.” 

As to your intimation, that his unjuſti- 


fiable proceedings aroſe from the Houſe of 


Commons refufing the ſupplies he wanted : 
furely their declining to grant thoſe large 
ſupplies which he might wiſh for, or his 
extravagant courtiers think needful, could 
not give him a right to over- turn the con- 
ſtitution, or to act in diametric oppoſition 
to the rules of law and juſtice. The very 
idea is abſurd. Unhappily, parliaments in 
later times have been too ready to grant 
the moſt exorbitant ſupplies, without ma- 
king the neceſfary inquiries whether ſuch 
ſums have been properly applied, and whe- 
We? ther 
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tet 4 e acaſioned 
by. the civil war, P. 15. In 


* vain ſhall we look for che eee of 
by theſe evils from any real or pretended 

© grievances, from any undue — of 
© prerogative, from any abuſe of royal 
power, thoſe favourite topies upon which 


the enemies of our conſtitution ſo vehe- 


© mently declaim.” I apprehend, that I 
have ſufficiently ſnewn, that the people 
laboured under ſuch a variety of grievances 
in the reign of Charles the Firſt, as are 
fully ſufficient to account fot the oppoſition 
that was made to him, without having 


tecourſe to any other cauſe. And that 


the civil war may juſtly be attributed to the 


real grievances, which then exiſted, to un- 


due ſtretches of prerogative, and to the, abuſe 


F royal power. But I ſhould. be glad to 
de informed, what it is you mean by the 
phraſe enemies of. our conſtitution. Is it 


really your opinion, Reverend Sir, that 
the conſtitution of the Engliſh, govern- 


ment is e and that none but tame 
C and 


and paſlive ſlaves, and the votaries of ty» 
ranny, are friends to the conſtitution ? If 
the conſtitution of England be a free, le- 
gal, limited government, I can ſcarcely 

Witt form an idea of greater enemies of our 

* conſtitution, than thoſe who have adopt- 
ih 


[| | ed ſuch principles as are avowed oy Dr. 
[. NowELL. 
0 Vov obſerve, P. 22. that when Charles's 


private inſtructions to his miniſters and 
| agents, his correſpondence with his ſe- 
i * cretaries, his boſom ſentiments commu- 
9 nicated without reſerve to his moſt fami- 
| 5 Har friends, and faithful ſervants, ſhall 
| « be laid before the public, they will have 
b abundant reaſon to admire his abilities, 
* to applaud his integrity, to praiſe his 
\þ © conſtancy and patience, to celebrate his 
i * unſhaken attachment to true religion ; to 
1 « deplore his death, and REVERENCE His 
| MEMORY. You inform us, that theſe 
4 important papers are now printing at Ox- 
ford, and will make their appearance in 
the fecond volume of State Papers ſpeedily 
to be publiſhed. But be aſſured, my good 
Doctor, that in whatever pomp theſe pre- 
eious 


2 * g — 
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tous, relics may iſſue from the Clarendon : 


Prefs, they will not produce thoſe ſurpri- 


zing effects you ſeem. to apprehend from - 
them. Unleſs the actions of your ROYAL 
MART R can be blotted from the re- 
cords of Hiſtory, no publication, of papers 


will ever be ſufficient to vindicate his cha- 


racter. Charles ſometimes talked and wrote 
ſmoothly and plauſibly ; but the admi- 


| nitration of this BEST oF PRINCES pro- 


| a . 


ved him to be a tyrant, and an oppreſſor 
of the people whom he was ſworn to 


\ 


„ vowillitg i may HA to A 
. attention from * the contemplation 
« of thoſe DIvIxE vIRTUEs Which ſhone 


. forth in the life and death of the Roy ar 
t MARTYR,” as you excellently expreſs 


yourſelf, (P. 21.) I muſt take the liberty 
to obſerve, that there is a very obvious 
reaſon why. the memory of Charles the 
Firſt is ſo exceedingly dear to ſome aſſuming 
Churchmen. This B rs of. Pxincss 


was vety ready to ſupport the extravagant 


. claims of the Church; and the Clergy in 


4 


their turn were equally ready to ſupport 


15 | C2 whatever 


[ 20 1 

+ Whatever degrees of civil power his ma- 
jeſty might think proper to aſſume, how—- 
ever tyrannical, and however oppreſſive 
to the ſubject. So that between the King 
and the Clergy, the people were very ſuf- 
ficiently enſlaved. His majeſty would not 
ſuffer them to be maſters of their own 
perſons and property; nor did the Clergy 
chuſe to leave them to the dictates of their 
own conſciences, or the en of mer 
own n underſtandin 85. | 


1 You are pleaſed to elvis of King 
| | Charles, (P. 21.) that © the tongue of flan- 
| der has been able to caſt no reflection 
© upon his royal virtues, but what time 
| and an impartial examination have al- 
© ready in a great meaſure obviated. Whe- 
14 ther the royal virtues of Charles have ſuf- 
11 fered any injury from the tongue of flander, 
fl I will not take upon me to determine: 
if this, however, I think, appears certain, 
M that his roya/ virtues appear in no very 
| l advantageous point of view in the pages 
| 


of impartial hiſtory, And the pernicious 
effects of his majeſty's royal vices, have 
1 reflected ſo much diſhonour upon his cha- 
1 racter, 


TT 1 
| racter, chat al 'the' eloquence „ 


preſent Public Orator of the' Univerſity" W 
Ay will never ow een a 


7 
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In is dads? Frogs) the moſt impar- 
tial examination of the reign of Charles I. 
that his government was unjuſt, oppreſiive, 
and tyrannical; and that it deſerved to be 
oppoſed by all men, ho had ſpirit enough 
to diſdain a ſervile ſubmiſſion to lawleſs 

and deſpotic power. And ſuch an admi- 
niſtration as that of Charles, cannot be de- 
fended by any man, but one who is an 
enemy to the liberties of En gliſhmen, and 
the Conia rights of bn But, it 
ſeems, there are yet Prieſts remaining, in 
tis part of the world as well as others, 
who would gladly ſupport any ſyſtem of 
civil tyranny, provided they may be per- 
mitted to have their ſhare of that eccle- 
fiaſtical dominion, which is fo po to 
wu N of nn mann 
25 Resu other curious ee in 
your extraordinary ſermon, you' have been 
pleaſed, Sir, to ſpeak of the Nonconfor- 
mk in terms of which a Divine of any 

candour 
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candour or moderation. would have beef 


aſhamed. The eſtabliſhment of the Church 


of England, and the riſe of the Diſſenters, 
is thus deſcribed by your figurative pen. 
(P. 15.) The vine which the Lord had 
* planted; had no ſooner taken root in the 
© land, but an EVIL WE ED ſprung up un- 
der its ſhade, and interwove itſelf in its 
* branches ; checking the growth, and 


* Mlaſting the fruit of the tree which ſup- 


ported it. And P. 16. you thus cha- 
racterize the Diſſenters: From the of- 
« fected gravity of their deportment, the 
* gloomy caſt of their countenance, and 
their pretences to a more pure form of 
divine worſhip than that eſtabliſhed in 
© the church, they acquired the name of 


© PuURITANS; a furbulent ſe, whoſe very 


principles were full of rancour and vio- 
* lence. But P. 22. your ardent affection 


for the memory of the Royar MARTYR 


carries you till farther, You obſerve, 
that © this day of public faſting and hu- 


« miliation,” the zoth of January, will 


fill us with a juſt abhorrence of the 
principles and practices of thoſe Sloody- 
* minded men, who, under the ſanctiſed 

pretence 


[31 
* pretence of promoting the honour of God, 
committed every cruelty which their own 


* ſullen religious malice, or the inſtigation 
s of the Devil, could inſpire.” | 


IT is not neceſſary to enter here into 
any particular vindication of the conduct 
of the Puritans. Nothing is more certain, 

than that great numbers of them were 
men of diſtinguiſhed piety, and the moſt 
exemplary manners. And whatever their 
imperfections might be, the cruel op- 
preſſion which they underwent from the 
crown and the biſhops, will fully juſtify 
their joining with thoſe members of the 
eſtabliſhed church, who were ſolicitous 
to preſerve the rights of Engliſhmen, in op- 
poſing the arbitrary government of Charles 
the Firſt. The Nonconformiſts were 
treated with great cruelty by the influence 
and authority of the Prelates of the church 
of England; who were not content with 
perſecuting them at home in the moſt 
rigorous manner, but in 1637, obtained 
a proclamation from your BEST or PRIN- 
CEs, to deprive them even of the miſerable 
refuge of flying to other countries, where 


they 


they might enjoy the liberty. as worſhip« 
ping God in that manner WED: ow con- 
ſciences — ed. 
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As to what you have advanced relative 
to the Scottiſh Preſbyterian Clergy, I muſt 
obſerve, that I think it not worth while 
to enter into any inquiry into their con- 
duct, or to attempt any vindication of it. 
I know of no order of clergy, by whom 
any conſiderable degree of pdwer -has been 
poſſeſſed, who have not groſſly abuſed it. 
I have the ſtrongeſt averſion to eccleſia- 
ſtical, as well as civil tyranny, whatever 
form it may aſſume, And if men muſt 
be oppreſſed by Prieſts, it is of little conſe- 
quence whether they are ſtiled Preſbyters 
or Biſhops. I think, however, that if we 
were to attempt a parallel between the 
Pope and fome Biſhops of the Church of 
England, in the ſame manner as you have 
done between his Holineſs and the Scot- 
tiſh Preſbyterian clergy, the Engliſh pre- 
lates would not appear in a much more 
advantageous - point of view, than their 
reverend Scottiſh brethren ; if, without 
Silence to you, [ may venture ſo to term 
them, 


1 ˖ 25 U 

hah, It is at leaſt certain, that the 
powers aſſumed by the Englim "Biſhops 
after the Reformation, were very far from 
being donſiſtent with Proteſtant principles, 
and that their conduct towards thoſe who 
diffented from them, was as highly oppreſſive 
me ur hf AT 


| You talk me ewe 4b. to the 
importance of religion to civil ſociety ; and 
I am as much convinced as you can be, 
that a firtn belief of the great truths of 
religion, has the ſtrongeſt tendency to 
render men's conduct more virtuous and 
amiable in all the various relations of 
human life. But I am exceedingiy miſ- 
taken, if ſuch ſermons as that with which 
ou lately favoured the Houſe of Com- 
mons, will in any degree promote the 
cauſe of piety and virtue. The regard 
which I feel for the intereſts of religion, 
makes me the more concerned when ] ſee 
it diſgraced by thoſe who pretend to be 
its miniſters; which muſt be the caſe, 
when they are employed, like you, in 
propagating ſentiments equally falſe and 
abſurd, and in the higheſt degree injurious 
D 5 to 
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to the rights of the community. 


gion, naturally venerable, becomes the ſcoff 
of the ignorant and ſuperficial, who are 


not an inconſiderable number, when they 


ſee its eſtabliſhed teachers ſupporting the 
moſt pernicious opinions, if they are likely 
to contribute to their advancement, or to 
recommend them to the people in power. 
Real Religion is undoubtedly. calculated 


to promote the happineſs of ſociety, and 


of every individual whoſe conduct is regu- 
lated by its precepts, But, gracious Heaven! 
what accumulated injury and diſhonour has 
religion ſuſtained, by the practices of tem- 


e 8 and ambitious prieſts 


Ir you, Reverend Sir, could have the 
confidence to entertain the members of the 
Houſe of Commons, who, you might rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe, were not utterly ignorant 

of the Hiſtory of their own Country, with 
ſuch a falſe repreſentation of one of the 
cleareſt periods in the Engliſh annals ; what 
ideas muſt you be ſuppoſed to commu- 
nicate to the young gentlemen of the Uni- 


verſity of Oxford, ſhould it ever happen, 


that, 


Reli- ö 


"= 


1 7 1 
that, in conſideration of your Galary © as 
King's Profeſſor of Modern Hiſtory, you 
ſhould attempt to give them any inſtruc- 
tions upon this ſubject! How much is 

it to be regretted, that any who are ta 
be trained up to the liberal profeſſions, 4 
ſhould, at a time of life when wrong im- 

preſſions are eaſily admitted, be under the 
direction of a man of your ſervile and i ig- { 
noble principles ! | 


5 


| Ar the cloſe of your fron, you take | 
G to pay a compliment to his pre- 
ſent Majeſty of a very extraordinary kind. : 
You obſerve, that the bright reſemblance. 
„of thoſe PRINCELY VIRTUES, which 
c adorned the RoyaL MARTYR, now 
« ſhines forth in the perſon of our gracious 
Sovereign.“ How unhappy muſt it be 
for the people of this country, if there be 

any juſt foundation for your compariſon !- 
That Charles the Firſt was a tyrant, and 
an oppreſſor of his people, is an undoubted 

fact. Yet to this prince, whoſe arbitrary 
conduct gave the juſteſt occaſion to his 
(bes to take up arins againſt him, you 
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haye compared, and ſeemingly, by way of 
compliment, King GEoRGE the Third 1. 
But, i in fact, it is hardly poſſible, to ſup⸗ 2 
poſe any thing more diſhonourable of his 
preſent majeſty, than that he ſhould be 
an imitator of ſuch an example, or that 
he ſhould approve ſuch iniquitous | prin- 


ciples of government as are contained . 
your ſermon. 


IN truth, Reverend Sir, you muſt have 
formed an admirable opinion of the pre- 
ſent Court and Miniſtry, as well as of 
the Houſe of Commons, to ſuppoſe that 
a defence of the moſt bare- faced tyranny, 
would recommend you to their notice and 
favour. . But however ſtrong your alpita- 
tions after a mitre may be, it is poſſible 
that your late inimitable ſermon may not 
procure one. Your character, as an 1 
vowed advocate for deſpotiſm, may be ſo 


ſtrongly marked, that no miniſter of ſtate 


may chuſe to hazard his credit by { ſo ſhame- 
ful a promotion. You may, perhaps, 
have carried the matter too far; ſo that, 
notwithſtanding the 9 ſyſtem of po- 
litics, 


L +2 h- 
ics, your veneta ton for the tytants of the 
. of Stuart, may poſſibly not advance 
your promotion under the eee, WP 
ROM of * n „ 7 


* 1 
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"Dip ſhould it on N battery e 
that thoſe who are entruſted with the reins 
of governinent, ſhould be ſo regardleſs” of 
their reputation with the people, that, from | 
their affection to your political ſyſtem, they 
ſhould nominate you ny A biſhop ric; that 

circumſtance alone would be one of the 
ſtrongeſt ' preſumptions, that they are 0 
licitous to enſlave the people of this coun- 
try, and therefore ready to promote thoſe. 
men, whoſe Principles will the beſt | qua- 
lify them to be the tools of lawleſs power. 
But whether you are to continue in your 
preſent ſtation, or aſcend to a higher dig- 
nity, you have an unqueſtionable right to 
rank yourſelf with the moſt famous aſſer- 
tors of the divine right of Kings to injure 
and oppreſs their ſubjects; with the 818 


THORPS and the MAXWARINGS of for- 
mer ages. | X 8 15 


Werz 


F 
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WR the matter in diſpute between 
us an ordinary ſubject of - controverſy, or 
could I bring myſelf to imagine, that, 
your labouring to propagate at this period 
ſuch deſpotic principles of government, 
could poſſibly. proceed from good motives, 
I ſhould think an apology neceſſary for the 
freedom that I haye taken. You are poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſome degree of learning and abi- 
lities, which, when joined with your rank. 
in a learned and antient univerſity, ſeem 
naturally entitled to reſpect; and if that 
learning, and thoſe abilities, were worthily : 
employed, they would probably obtain it. 
But when learning or abilities are employed 
in the cauſe of deſpotiſm, they are intitled 
only to the contempt and deteſtation of 
mankind. And, in reality, I know no claſs 
of men leſs worthy of regard, than thoſe. 
pretending to be the miniſters of religion, 
who, inſtead of employing themſelves in 
promoting the practice of piety and vir- 
tue, ſhew themſelves ready to ſacrifice, 
not only their own characters, but the 
moſt important rights of that country to 
which 8 are a diſgrace, in order to 

gratify 
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gratify their own pride, avarice, or am- 


| I am, Reverend Sir, 


5 1 3 1 & 8 1 


* * 44 * 
Wy = on. * % ö 
* 13 00 
; 
8 * . 3 
* I 6 
” 


73 3 Your, &. 


Feb. 28. 1 | Mm . 
1772. | A CITIZ RN OF Lon pom. 


* 
N 
| 4 
5 * 
* 
* 
\ 
= 
1 oy 
* 
a of 
* 
1 
* 
D 
# 1 
\ 
1 
* 
. 
* 
* 
f = 
: 7 
F 1 
* 
* Fe " 
* * 
- 
* 
| 
- 


# 


TRACTS 3 b, che ſame erben, 0 


in ld at N- ir. in Fore:Streer, - 


x 

Review! of the Genuige Doctrines of 
CuriISTIANITY: comprehending Remarks 
on ſeveral principal Calviniſtical DoEtrines; and 
ſome Obſervations on the Uſe of Reaſon in 
Religion, on Human Nature, and on Free 
Agency, Price 18. 6d. | 


n. | 


. Obſervations on Public Liberty, Patriotiſm; 


Miniſterial Deſpotiſm, and National Grie⸗ 
vances. Price 6d. 

5 E 14k: 

A Letter to the Reverend Mr. Joun WzsLzy ; 
in Anſwer to his late Pamphlet, entitled, 


Free Thoughts on the preſent State of 
% Public Affairs. Price gd. 


IV. I £1 
A D1aLocut between Two Gentlemen, con- 
cerning the late Application to Parliament for 
Relief i in the Matter of Susscr1PT10N to the 
THIRTY-NINE Articles and LIT uROY of 
the Chuxch of ExdLAN D. Price 6d. 


